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                          Have  you  ever   observed  a  little  boy  while  walking  with  his  dad,  the  way  he looks  
                          down to watch his  father walk and  then with great effort attempts to walk the same 
way?  Or a boy, standing by his dad, watching him shave.  The little guy has a “bladeless” razor, 
mimicking his dad.  The illustrations can go on and on.  The point is, little boys want to be like their 
dads, and one way to do that is to mimic or imitate them. 
 
Paul instructs a group of new believers to do the same.  In Ephesians 5:1-2, he says:  “be imitators of 
God, therefore, as dearly loved children, and live a life of love just as Christ loved us and gave himself up 
for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” 
 
To imitate means to “follow as a pattern, model or example. To be or appear like, to produce a copy 
of.”  (Merriam-Webster) 
 
A study of the original language of these verses, indicate both a beginning point and a continuous 
journey of imitating Christ. 
 
If our goal, our focus, is being like Christ, then what Thomas a’ Kempis said is true.  “LET OUR 
CHIEF EFFORT, THEREFORE, BE TO STUDY THE LIFE OF JESUS  CHRIST” (Caps mine.  From 
The Imitation of Christ).  May it be said of us that we act like Jesus, talk like Jesus, in fact appear to be 
like Jesus.  This comes from developing an intimate relationship with Him.  The words of a hymn, I  
Want to Be Like Jesus, written by Thomas Chisholm and David Livingstone Ives says it so well… 
 

I have one deep, supreme desire, That I may be like Jesus. 
To this I fervently aspire, That I may be like Jesus. 

I want my heart His throne to be, So that a watching world may see 
His likeness shining forth in me.  I want to be like Jesus. 

 
May 2010 be a year of “studying the life of Jesus Christ”.  May you become a true “imitator” of 
Christ.  May it be said of you, that you “resemble your Heavenly Father.” 
 
Happy New Year, 
Pastor Mike 
 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Michael G. Palmer 
District Superintendent 
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Attention!!!! Pastors and Superintendents                                
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE  report your monthly statistics!!!! It 
is very important that we have accurate stats to send to 
headquarters. If you have questions or if you have a new 
reporter, please e-mail Tami Wilson @tamiwilson1@hotmail.com. 
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Register at www.nazarene.org 
Click on Adult tab then follow links to 

 Prime Time Branson Retreat 
 or call 877-240-2417 for more details. 

                                                         February  27th 
                                                 Each   year,  children   are   invited    to                                                     
                                            participate   in   the  “Talent Fest”   which   
                                            provides them  the opportunity to share the     
                                            gifts and talents that God has given to each  
one. There are several categories open for entry. We believe that 
participation in these events contributes to the overall spiritual growth 
of the children allowing them to experience, first hand, what 
stewardship is about. Contact Angie Yoder for more information at 
ameyer7103@yahoo.com. 

Dear district family, 
I hope you had a wonderful Christ filled Christmas and 
a happy new year. It is hard to believe it is 2010!! 
At this time of year many of us take “inventory” to see 
what we have accomplished the past year, and set goals 
for the days ahead. We realize there is very little we can 
do to change the past, but we can certainly be an 
influence for the future. 
I would like to challenge each one of us this new 
calendar year to be an “influence” for the future of 
SDMI in your local church. Here are a few basic ways to 
accomplish the goal: 
1. Get excited about Sunday School and Discipleship. 
2. BUILD RELATIONSHIPS, invite someone to your   
    Sunday School class. 
3. Start a new group or class.  Be creative:  Do them at a    
    different time or location. 
4. Do a SDMI blog for your church. 
5. PRAY, PRAY, PRAY. . . . . 
 

I pray  2010  is a great year for you, as together we make 
disciples for Christ. 
Blessings, Pastor Tami 

 

Children’s Invitational Quiz 
        January 23, 2010 
 

     For more information please contact  
  Art Menard at pastorart23@yahoo.com. 



 
 

 

 

Nazarene M issions I nternational 
 

“Making Christlike disciples in the Nations!” 
 
 

 

            
     

Lori Bruce, District NMI President 
tablabjc@aol.com 

 

 

 

      Living Mission—What is it and how can I get it? 
Living Mission  informs,  inspires,  and  involves persons in 
local churches for  God’s global mission.  That is the purpose 
statement  for  NMI’s new  Adult  Mission Education (AME) 
resource called Living Mission.  
Living Mission  will  look   significantly   different  than   the 
former   AME    resources   and   is    simplified   to    provide 
everything  a   mission  leader  needs in one box. The lessons, 
discussion-starter  DVDs,   podcasts,   CAUSES,  a   dynamic 
Web site, and downloadable  materials  are  intended to instill 
mission    passion   and   the   involvement   of   your   church 
members in God’s global mission.  
The   Living Mission  box   will   be  available  for   purchase 
through     Nazarene    Publishing   House  at   your  district’s 
convention. The first six months’ curriculum will be included 
in    the   box,   and   in   September  the   second  half  of  the 
curriculum  will  be  shipped,  allowing  for  more  up-to-date 
information. The cost will include the entire year’s 
curriculum.                                                                          
More information about  Living Mission will be published  in  
the  coming  months.  If  you have any questions in the mean- 
time, please contact the NMI office at nmi@nazarene.org.  
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Several of you have asked about the 
Work and Witness trip to build a 
church in memory of Barb Bouldrey. 
Fred Yates is communicating with 
Ecuador Work and Witness leader, Jon 
Fischer, about a specific location and 
potential dates in October and 
November 2010. As soon as details are 
available, we’ll send them to all 
local churches. Start saving now to 
join them! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                      
 
 

Happy New Year! Though I've never been one to make New Year's resolutions, I do believe that the 
beginning of a new year offers the perfect opportunity to ask God to help us align our priorities with His. Just as 
the Psalmist did, we can pray "Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." Psalm 139:23-24  What better time is 
there than NOW to make His way our way! May you enjoy a blessed year following Christ and making Christlike 
disciples! In Him, Lori  

                                       ����������	�
������������������	�
������������������	�
������������������	�
��������� ���
�����������������������������
���������
�
���
��������������������������������
���������
�
���
��������������������������������
���������
�
���
��������������������������������
���������
�
���
���� ���
���������������������������������
����
������������������������������������
����
������������������������������������
����
������������������������������������
����
���� ������
������������������
������������������
������������������
��������������� ����
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
�����������������������������������������	�
��������������������������������������������	�
��������������������������������������������	�
��������������������������������������������	�
���  
Go to www.nazarenemissions.org Click on the Prayer 
symbol. Follow it to the Prayer Mobilization 
Subscription age. Type your e-mail address in the ox 
provided. Click on “Subcribe”.  
Want a printed copy of the Prayer Mobilization Line? 
A printable version of the PML is available on the PML  
Web page. The printable version of the PML is in PDF 
format. You will need a program called Adobe Acrobate 
Reader to view and print this document (and many others 
through NMI Website). If you don’t have AR, you can 
download if for FREE on the Adobe Web site. 

                                 

                                 

                                Thank you!   Mrs.  Perkinson  writes,  
                                       “The  beautiful   Christmas   card  and   gift          
                                       from the Missouri  District arrived 
yesterday. Thank you so very much. It was special to be honored 
with such a gift. We missed being  in the convention these last  
years.  Please convey my gratitude to all.” 
Please  remember  Ruth in your prayers, and with cards, as she is 
very sorrowful since losing Oather in June 2009. She writes, 
“Thank God he was able to stay in our apartment - no hospital stay 
nor nursing care required. He made no cry of anguish in any way. 
Just quietly went to be with Jesus.” Praise the Lord for these 
faithful servants and great missionary leaders! 
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                                     Greg Gilberto, President 
                                     4168 Hwy 67 N.  
                                     Poplar Bluff, MO 63901 
                                     Phone: 573.686.220��
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January 9 
NYI Quiz 

 
January 23 

Junior Visit Day 
 

February 1 
PK Retreat  

Registration Deadline 
 

February 5 
Senior Visit Day 

MNU 
 

February 13 
NYI Quiz  

 
February 19—21 

Regional PK Retreat 
 

March 6 
Junior Visit Day 

MNU 
 

March 12-13 
BLAST  

 
March 20 
NYI Quiz  

District Finals  
 

March 26-27 
NYI Council Retreat 

(Pinecrest)  
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                         Looking  into  a  fresh  start of  a new year, we can ask the    
                         Lord  to  deliver us from mediocrity and predictability??!!      
                         Isaiah 55:9 says,  Far  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than the  
                         earth  ..  so  are  my  ways  higher  than  your  ways  and  my  
                         thoughts than your thoughts. I just believe that God has  so 
much more for our district and our churches!! Webster’s dictionary  tells 
us  that predictability is,  to  declare  in  advance, on basis of observation, 
experience  and  traditional  logic.   Can   we  once  again (with Christmas 
morning excitement)  watch  and  enjoy  God move beyond and above our 
“traditional logic” …  AMEN …  It’s  a new year, a whole new adventure 
for the youth of this generation. They need us to model, the AWE of God 
in  our  lives,  and  allow  the  Holy  Spirit  to   TAKE OVER WHAT WE 
THINK IS OUR MINISTRIES!!!!  Be Blessed of God this NEW Year. 
Pastor Gregie G 
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                                                   BLAST  will  soon  be  here!! It seems  like  an  
                                                  event  far  in  the  future,  now  is  the  time  to 
                                                  prepare students in your church group.             
The outreach  potential for BLAST is great. The focus for BLAST is recognize- 
and using the talents that God has given each of us to grow the Kingdom of 
God. It is vital that our students realize they can use their talents now. We can 
help them to discover that by equipping empowering our young people to 
lead. 
 

What can you do now? 
· Develop athletic teams - Begin practice now 
· Develop drama team - Pick a drama or skit that could be use on Sunday 
· Encourage musician and vocalists 
· Encourage artistic students 
· Encourage technically creative students - submit a video 
· Talk it up! Let your students know what is coming and what is possible.  
 

When we meet at BLAST this year we will come ‘Together For A Purpose’. 
We want to glorify God in all we do, and we can do that best when we use all 
of the talents God has given us. 
 

Let this be the year our District comes ‘Together For A Purpose’ greater than 
ourselves! 
 

Check out the website www.monaz.org for registration forms/rules/guidelines. 
 

If you have questions please email them to BLAST@harvesternazarene.com. 
 

Pastor Robby Patton 
 


